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Turned  out 


NYC  congregations  evicted  from  public  schools 


NEW  YORK  C7TY  (BP)  —  aUnacdtobcinlhraaneralvidn- 
About  <0  chuicha  in  York  ity  of  their  current  kxation. 

Ota  have  la*  than  two  montha  *A  chaanh  neada  to  be  in  a 
to  vrdalKanebefofeaoouitiul-  naighbothood  where  your  pco- 
ing  takes  effect  and  toeoa  them  pie  oocne  froov'  Ruw  said.  'A 
to  abaitdon  the  city's  public  drurch  member  ia  not  gofeig  to 
achool  buildmgs.  commute  from  Queena  ,  to 

The  dniiches  were  meeting  in  Mardiattan  )uat  to  go  to  church 
the  buildings  on  Sunday  when  one  day  a  week.  Very  lew 
school  was  not  in  session.  The  churches  in  ^  city  are  ooa- 
oongtegations — shareSouthem  mopcjikan  in  the  aoiae  that  th^ 


The  case  was  Bconx 
Household  of  Faith  e  Board  of 
Eduertoon.  Jordan  Lorartoe,  an 
attoeney  with  the  AlHanoe 
Dcfanae  Fund  oeganizatian  that 
fought  the  cKy  i«de  in  court  said 
chvKhes  in  oftrer  cidas  that  meet 
n  school  buikBngs  should  not 
neceaairity  be  (xmeemed. 

ffc  said  New  York  Otyia  tiw 
only  dty  anrong  the  Top  30  VS 
school  (UMricts  with  aiacn  a  law. 
‘The  Supreme  Court  has  not 


BAPTISTS 


BapOat  —  have  kttown  for  years 
thM  this  day  might  be  coming 
but  that  fact  harei't  itutcfe  it  arw 
career  for  them  to  nnove  by  Feb. 
12.  The  osce  datca  back  to  1991 
*Etfectivcly,  they're  hnm^as 


teiigtouB  poupa.  Equal 
ddlBiekiTaflrel^a 


'Courageous' 
becomes  top 
Sherwood  film 

ALBANY  Ga.  —  The 
film  Couragresua  has  beoomf 
ihe  topjtmredng  him  for  ptn- 
duccr  Sherwood  Church  in 
AKrenyi  Ga,  p  easing  its  previ¬ 
ous  top  6^  FlicpiDof.  Vtdth 
I33.S  milUbn  in  total  gross, 
Courageous  bettered 

Firepr^'s  $33.45  million  in 
late  Qeoember  although  it  ia 
currently  playing  in  fer^  than 
100  theater*  and  comes  out  on 
DVD  Jan.  17.  The  church 
%vhich  gets  only  a  portinn  of  a 
film’s  total  poask  tbo  made  he 
2006  film,  racing  fire  GirefiA 
aird  an  earlier  movie  named 
Flywheel  All  are  ChristUit'' 
themed. 


utinif^e  in  aWftom  about  s^to^idertl^reiij*! 
75pc^  to  approid— ady  400  NdlllSg”  Russ  read.  "Our 
people.  That  Ireg^  drutcK  Tha  idenfi^  is  who  wc  are 
Journey,  might  have  lire  tcarehast  body'  It  forare  dm  to 
tinte  findfere  a  apace.  reltrerk  their  "whole  lafedBry 

Movie  tfreataie  are  a  pcreAlli-  ferafeg^'.  ^ 
tK  Russ  askl  tut  thew  hcMos  ‘Soma  are  fianingabcMt 

aren't  as  BecMe  and  they're  alao  deoentfslLatB^*  saying 
more  expcpalve.  The  schools  maybe  ire  nm  hwo  area-  . 
were  chan^  the  oongregaiians  tions  inilrail  of  <ma  i 
only  a  itociwia]  fee.  He  mid  hsoaure  of  rrhare  orer  pan-  I 
movie  fireaten  in  New  YbricOty  pie  coma  tern.  I  -I 

also  lend  to  open  fev  buanare  on  aoma  an  ’  lookinfi  n!  fids  1 
Sunday  aariier  than  thosa  in  radhr  bum  a  nu  prayer^  B 
other  dtatt.  W  and  mkatonai  ■ 

Tlwre  are  other  pirefiiftitfes  rvay  saying  How  can  ■ 
hotdA  Elks  LodgCA  and  recap-  we  bad  be  fire  body  of  fl 
fionahalls.  AO,  though  will  come  Chrfet  in  thia  cllyT  Tm  n 
at  a  hi^rar  prior  finiTK-fadiy  and  tmaUng  that  Cod's  ffl 


Dear  Legislator 


The  2012  session  of  the  Mississippi  fsvoicd  legisiat^  and  how  to  foOow  up  on  your  time  with  them.  Identify  yourself  and 
Legiaiature  is  tewii^  up  to  fuO  speed,  the  progress  of  important  measures;  ihe  hiBs  you  am  for  or  agaitat  (a{»^  One  or 

as  proposed  legislation  moves  to  com-  «  The  best  ecnununkaHr^  is  done  face-  two  main  issues  is  a  goodteitlfomiain  your 
mittees  and  win  soon  be  oonang  up  on  a  to-face.  Make  an  appointmerd  and  be  on  reasonir^  and  let  them  know  howm  wiM 
series  of  deadlines.  time.  Brirtg  an  outline  of  the  one  or  two  nutn  themtovote.  ^ 

^  anyone  knows  who  even  casuaUy  issues  you  ward  to  discuas.  Be  brief,  reoom-  The  telephone  number  for  lecialalots 
tracks  the  atvmal  three-ntonth  sessions  of  the  mend  specific  solutions,  artd  leave  a  written  while  they  aee  in  seasfonM(601)35^X^  hat 
Legislature,  many  bills  ate  inttoduoed  but  tel-  sunenaty  of  your  as  with  peisc^ 

atively  iew  make  it  into  law.  The  complex  set  imporvjtrt  pott^ 

ofchecksandbalancesbolhinsidelheli^  ITs  fair  to  ask  ^thToorl^ 

tive  prooess  md  in  the  bro^  branches  of  ^  legislator  for  tton  by  exprcssinR 

state  govemcrreAt  have  a  tendency  ha/her  position  on  your  thuks  hS 

to  wintKtw  the  hundreds  and  hurv  the  bills  in  which  Srerrtime 

dteds  of  bills  that  ate  filed  and  pte-  ate  interested.  •  Otiaeia  can 

filed  for  each  session.  Don't  take  it  per-  leanMt  in 

gMHshM  of  cTiba^cynicam  and  bto  disagtees.  alKMU  biUs  they 

finv  untbr  Radrer  than  aigue, 

discuscdiaemSces  r^gjae  1^3 

■i«?,UCa||^  m  cWtov^  Jackron.  m  a  pleaeant  inarv-  outthe^niBwofthe 

them  is  likely  deserved  (by  some  •  If  a  personal  chairman 

of  them,  anyrvayX  but  a  foir  visit  is  not  possi-  contact 

^ven 
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Guest  Opinion; 


mesn^le,  assert  ^t  to  be 
Christiin  is  not  only  to  ackncnvl- 
edge  God,  but  to  ti^  Him  serr- 
oualy  indud^  His  directives  for 
and  petsonai 

That  diSeienoe  is  the  sociin- 
mage  line  of  our  dihuirU  stniggle 
between  people  or  lafih  and 
tiwae  who  abhor  arryhint  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  public  Ufo.  The  singer't 
eumple  suggests  that  the  God  to 
>vh«n  so  marry  tip  their  hat  is 
uught  but  a  glorified  Santa 
Cltete  —  no  lest  SUN  at  no  more 
1^  —  but  if  the  quarterback  is 
right  God  not  only  cxiate  but  is 
hofe  omniscient  orrrrrhxrtent, 
and  the  One  -to  Whom  we  all 


A  tale  of  two 
pop  sensations 

By  Alan  Sears 
Scottsdale,  Az. 


our  moral 


of  Util. 


fostfuDy  Irre- 


a^  and  that  is  rvhy 
I  must  be  proven 
nl  is  why  they  irrust  be 


That  is  wlw,  more  and  tttore,  their 
dvil  Utefun  are  up  ^  gnU 

Sarrs  k  Broafnif  Stef  CEO  qf  tie 
‘^Btetror  D^rme  Fund  (wmatel- 
^■ap,ulega0UiBncetm^kymg* 
mdnmtktn  rf  streSqjy,  tmning, 
/teidntg.  and  lit^afmt  k)  protect  and 
pratm  niigious  liarty,  the  amcti- 
lik.  mmrmge.  and  tiw  Jfomfy 
rfw  oosisirnlaty  tpptun  gnirttsy  if 
Bqtfrs#  Pnm. 
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Nation  marks  anniversary  as  Christianity  grows 

DHAKA.  (BP) 


ino«]ue.  Iliiity  imams  now  call 
Jesus  Lord  brause  o(  Zaman. 
He's  leodved  discipl  ship  train¬ 
ing  from  IMB  workers  and  is 
putting  it  into  practioe. 

SuraJ  Qiakma  (not  his  real 
name),  partners  with  IMB 
tvorkm  to  shore  the  Gospel 
among  the  Chakmas,  a 
Buddhist  people  group  in 
Bangladesh.  Su^  continues  to 
share  despite  persecution  from 
Buddhist  morw  in  his  area. 


nian  picks  up  his 


He's  a  muezzia  a  man  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  mosque  to  herald  the 
call  to  pn^. 

Five  tunes  a  day.  devout 
Muslims  unfurl  their  mats,  face 
Mecca  and  pray  to  Allah.  As  the 
call  to  prayer  begins  it  wafts 
around  cotneis,  over  buildings, 
and  finally  seeps  into  a  neai^ 
Baptist  diuich  building  where 
men  and  women  gather  to  wor^ 
shtoGod. 

The  pastor  pauses  at  the 
podhurv  distracted  momentaii- 
ty  by  the  call  to  prayer  He  con- 
mues  preaching  fnm  Psalms. 

During  the  observatwe  of  the 
40th  anniversary  of  their 
nation's  indepertdence  from 
Pakistan  in  mid-December, 
Christians  in  Bangladesh  said 
they  have  more  to  celebrate  - 
like  the  inroads  they  are  making 
into  Hindu,  BuddhiJt,  and 
Muslim  communities  in  this 
predomiruuitly  Muslim  nation. 

Dec.  16  is  known  as 
Liberation  D^  in  this  nation  of 
more  than  Iw  million  people, 
the  day  when  East  Pakistim  won 
its  inMpendenoe  from  Pakistan 
in  L97l  and  was  renamed 
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MARKING  ANNIVERSARY  —  Meena  Alom  sells  flowers  to  vis¬ 
itors  at  the  national  memorial  of  Bangladeshi  independerKe  out¬ 
side  Dhaka.  In  the  54  years  since  the  end  of  British  colonial  rule, 
the  Bangladeshi  people  have  faced  a  struggle  to  retainBbpir  iden¬ 
tity,  first  to  retain  Bangla  as  the  national  language  and,  40  years 
a^,  to  gain  their  indeperxlence  from  Pakistan.  (BP  photo) 


(US  Christ 

caso 

Requesu  the 
HQnof  of 


in  Heaven! 


YcxJ  Can  Rbstond 
RKarrNowl 


St^y  iharr  the  JoUoumg  prayer 
with  God  in  your  cum  urwiis: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  simed.t 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death  (I  repent.) 

J.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sir«  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  leans.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus. 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this, 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relation.ship  with  Him.  (I 
receixre  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


among  Muslims  roatod  to  IMB 
wotkere  and  Southern  Baptist 
vohinteeis. 

Bangladeshi  belirveis  come 
from  various  religious  back¬ 
grounds:  In  the  40  yean  sinoe 
independence,  Muslim  imams 
have  become  church  planters, 
Buddhist  tribal  leaders  disoov- 
ered  heaven  is  for  real  and 
Hindu  priests  set  aside  tlieir 
gods  for  the  one  true  God. 

Jibril  ^man  (not  liis  real 
name)  a  former  imam,  risked 
everyfiiing  by  sharing  his  tesb- 
mony  over  a  loudspeaker  in  Kis 


Funding  restored 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Funding  for  abstinence  education 

has  returned  to  the  federal  budget  in  ^  spen^  bill  paa^ 

—  '^epnc  trillion 
government 


dollar  budnet,  whidi  staves  off  another  potential  goveniment 

shutdown,  allocates  five  million  doUars  for  abstinencehoeed 
Sexual  Risk  Avoidance  (SRA)  progranu  slaaM  by 

die  Obama  administration  beginiung  in  2009.  Valene  Hubec 
executive  director  of  the  National  Almtinenoe  Educate 
Association,  told  the  Focus  on  the  Family-affiliate  QttzenLink 
that  the  restoration  of  funding  is  a  'step  in  t^  i^t  dit^ 
tion."  AbsHnence-only  education  has  bew  under  fue  by  ent- 
Its  who  argue  ffiat  it  is  ineffective  and  l^e*  teens  at  totter 
risk  of  pregnancy  and  sexually  transmitted  diseases  if  they 
engage  in  sex.  Advocates  for  abt^^nence  education,  mean- 
wlule,  point  to  new  evidence  sugg^ng  their  prograro  are 
having  a  posiHve  impact.  A  Feb.T,  201(1,  study  pubtished  in 
the  A^rchivss  of  Pediatric  It  Adolescent  Medldne  measus^ 
the  effectiveness  of  abstinence-only  education  versus  ^ 
sex"  and  "comprehensive"  sex  education  by  a^gniite  1^- 
rlsk  students  to  one  of  the  three  programs.  The  s^  mdi- 
cated  that  abstinence-only  educabon  was  more  effective  in 
convincing  students  to  retrain  from  sex. 


CulMioiv  Assembly  Piss  Chnstian.  snticipstn  a  "landmark  year"  on 
the  2Sdi  joniveisary  of  being  reopened  in  the' aftermath  of  Hurricatte 
Camille,  accxxducg  to  aanehcbly  manager  Frank  Sinunona. 


'But  a/,  many  as  memed  him, 
to  (hem  he  gate  the  nghi  In  become 
children  of  M.  even  fo  those  toho 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 


A  Cuban  Baptist  pastor's  Christmas  day  sermon  is  the  first  evan- 
lical  message  heard  on  Cuban  radio  in  28  years,  according  to  the 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


iptist  Peace  Fellowship  of  North  America 


jtu  greeted  the  New  Year  at  a  special  New  Year'i 
Church,  Dallas.  Tex.,  that  featured  a  four-and-a 
marathon  by  pastor  W.A.  Criswell 


Neatly  4000  perst 
Eve  service  at  First 
half  hAjr  preaching 
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Tms  Battot  Rsttstn 


can  read  His  Word  and  day 
day  you  will  hear  Him 
speaking  to  you.  Moment 
by  moment  you  can  feel  His 
presence  with  you. 

WheSier  !  '  ’ 


_  storm  clouds  rise 

or  the  sun  is  shining  bright, 
you  wUl  have  light. 

The  diird  word  is  might 
As  most  of  you  well  know,  it 
takes  strength  to  be  coura¬ 
geous.  And  I  might  add  that 
It  takes  far  more  strength 
than  you  have  on  yeur  own. 
It  is  strength  from  Cod  and 
die  might  of  His  presence 

_  that  is  needed.  So  often  I 

the  have  watched  as  people  pre- 
red  tend  to  have  ^at  courage, 
but  because  They  actually 
im.  don't  have  Cod  given 
courage  they  seek  to  muster 
it  up  on  thw  own.  Rather 
dian  appearing  courageous 
duw  begin  to  look  like  a 
bully.  they  posture  and 
push  but  actually  do  not 
stand  courageously.  But  you 
can  have  might  strength, 
and  an  inner  power  that  ^y 
Cod  can  provide.  You  can 
walk  with  Him,  live  in  Him, 
and  exhibit  His  strength  in 
all  of  the  days  ahead. 

Happy  Hmv  Year  and  be 
of  goM  courage! 


Jim  Futral,  executive  direcior-treasurer 
Missi^ippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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ly  braevs  fear  whether  on  die  battle-  arena  to  look  at  domg 
the  one  field,  in  business,  at  the  He  offered  thum  the  c 
in  leader-  birthing  of  a  child,  or  in  the  tunity  of  stoning  bi 
It  or  trans-  begbuiuig  of  a  new  relation-  said,  “TVhich  of  you 
p  is  found  ship,  tou  need  not  think  out  sin  would  like  U 
ourage.  that  you  are  die  only  person  the  procussT'  Surel 
that  when  who  ever  experienced  the  people  who  were  gal 
5  the  scene  twinges  of  fear  that  may  around  the  lady  angr 
ling  to  die  come  to  your  heart  that  cie-  ready  to  carry  out  Bi 
eader  that  ales  the  opposite  of  courage  lence  and  eager  to  drag 
nge  would  whkh  is  to  be  disoouragM.  Jesus  into  their  righteous 
s  that  Cod  Your  heurt  is  drained,  your  stand  probably  kn^  each 
and  tells  emotions  seem  to  be  other.  More  importantly 
courage.  I  stunned,  and  you  wonder  they  were  probably  known 
:  there  are  how  you  can  go  on.  by  each  other.  So  who  is 

xdis  on  the  Without  spending  too  going  to  be  first  to  cast  a 

esder^p.  much  dme  on  the  definition,  stone?  One  by  onii~they 
has  a  spe-  let  me  just  throw  out  what  slithered  away  lemember- 
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First  Person:  The  war  isn't  over;  much  is  left  to  be  done 


By  San  Honi 
Conetpandent 

1  missed  the  initisl  news  leports  dus 
past  week  that  dur  final  troops  had  left 
Iraq*.  These  days  I  listen  more  to  people 
and  less  to  pundits.  Mr  husband,  a 
Navy  reservist  for  15  years,  just 
returned  in  August  from  nis  second 
deptoymenL 

Watching  some  of  the  later  reports,  I 
saw  smiles  astd  jubilant  fist  pumps  aa 
the  media  covered  some  of  me  t  oops 
leaving  the  Iraq  border  —  but  five  war 
for  our  military  families  isn't  over. 
Don't  mistakenly  believe  that  it  is. 
Many  continue  to  serve  in  Afghanistan 
and  mere  is  no  end  to  that  war  anytime 
soon. 

When  I  polled  some  military  wives 
thror^  our  Wives  of  Faith  ministry, 
happiness  and  elation  were  not  the 
emotions  that  %«eie  shared.  Instead, 
they  spoke  of  worry  and  fiustration 
that  military  families  will  be  forgotten 
completely  under  the  high-flying  ban¬ 
ner  of,  'The  War  is  Over. 

As  one  military  wife  said,  "Even  in 
peacetime,  there  are  always  troops  in 
harm's  way." 

Certainly,  a  diapter  is  turning  wifii 
our  ludion  and  as  a  new  one  begins  to  be 
ivritten,  churches  and  iivlividuais  alike 
still  have  an  opportunity  to  be  the  hands 
and  feet  of  ]eMS  to  many  tired,  weary 
and,  in  some  case^  hurting  people. 

As  a  church,  how  can  you  show 
support  to  a  military  fsmilv  and  let 
them  know  they  are  thought  of  aiul 
they  are  loved? 


•  Provide  spiritual  suoport  to  meet 
veteraiu  and  their  families'  various 
needs.  If  you're  part  of  a  church,  you 
have  some  wonderful  op^rtuniticii  to 
make  a  difference  not  )ust  In  one  of 
two  military  families,  but  many  in 
your  community  by  opening  your 
doors  and  letting  thm  know  fiiey  are 
welcome. 

Start  a  ministry  for  military  wives 


and/or  military  moms,  or  a 
that  specializes  in  supporting  PTSD 
and  combat-related  struggles. 
Military  Ministry,  a  division  of 
Campus  Crusade  tor  Christ,  is  a  great 
place  to  start  when  looking  for  com¬ 
bat  trauma  resources.  You  may  find 
duit  you  not  only  teach  the  emrtent 
veteran,  but  veterans  of  past  wars  as 
welt,  induding  cnir  Vietnam  vets. 

Invite  them  to  your  regular  activi¬ 
ties  but  consider  also  providing  spe¬ 
cial  activities  just  for  them,  such  as 
Bible  studies  specifically  cm  deploy¬ 
ment  or  a  meal  for  spouses  and  their 
children  whose  service  members  are 
away. 

Encourage  your  small  groups  to 
adopt  a  military  family  or  a  tingfe  ser¬ 
vice  member  during  his  or  her  time 
away  from  home  on  deployment.  Send 
care  packages  and  card.s,  and  let  him 
or  her  know  your  group  is  praying. 
Now,  more  than  ever,  they  need 
reminders  that  people  appreciate  what 
they're  doing.  Fray  for  military  service 
members  aiM  families,  and  let  them 
know  thd  they're  being  prayed  for 

•  Invite  thm  into  your  lives  and 
your  families.  Sometimes  churches 
become  accustomed  to  the  comings 
and  goings  of  military  families  aim 
it's  easy  to  overlook  them,  simply 
because  they  may  not  be  there  long 
enough  to  really  put  down  roots.  Give 
them  a  start  to  those  roots  by  inviting 
them  over  to  your  home  for  lunch  or 
activities  with  your  family  or  small 
group  at  church.  Get  to  know  them 
and  let  them  get  to  know  you.  A 


moment  of  your  time  can  make  an 
enormous  impact  to  someone  who 
feels  alone. 

•  If  you  don't  know  a  military  ser¬ 
vice  member  or  family,  support  an 
organization  that  does.  There  are 
some  wonderful  ministries  and  orga¬ 
nizations  out  there  that  are  making  a 
tangible  difference  for  our  troops  and 
thm  families.  Soldiers  Angels  (sol- 
diersangels.org)  and  Cmration 
Homefront  (operationhoinefiont.net) 
are  just  a  couple,  along  with  the  min¬ 
istry  I  lead.  Wives  of  Faith  (wivesof- 
faim.org),  which  is  working  to  create 
a  local  group  curriculum  to  provide 
churches  the  tcwls  to  support  and 
serve  military  spciuses  in  their  church¬ 
es  and  communities. 

The  war  is  not  ovei;  and  I  believe 
one  of  the  greatest  tools  Satan  uses  to 
hurt  and  destroy  is  to  conejuer  and 
divide  by  convincing  people  we  are  all 
alone.  None  of  us  are  alone  When  we 
have  Jesus  by  our  side. 

Take  a  moment  today  to  think  about 
what  you  can  do  to  remind  our  mili¬ 
tary  and  their  families  of  this  very  fact, 
and  be  the  hands  and  feet  of  Jesus  to  a 
service  member  or  veteran  and  their 
families  today. 

Editor's  note:  Horn  is  the  founder  and 
preaident  of  Wines  cif  Faith 
(arivetoffaitk.dr^h  a  military  vines  min¬ 
istry.  Visit  Horn'i  website  at 
taraliorn.com.  Her  commentary  appear) 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


LifeWay  pulls  Bibles  with  Planned  Parenthood  connection 

.a  a*  a  _  .  It--  ee  e  .  a_  — .aad  Cmmmsitus  IBS  Tsihmrs 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  The  pres¬ 
ident  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  in  Nashville  says 
the  Southern  Baptist  entity  is 
pulling  i.11  copies  of  a  sp<^ 
pinC-covered  Bible  that  par¬ 
tially  benefited  breast  cancer 
(durity  Susan  G.  Komen  for 
the  Cute,  because  some  of 
Komen's  affiliates  have  given 
money  to  the  nation's  largest 
aborfion  provider. 

"As  this  project  has  devel¬ 
oped,  we  realized  it  was  a 
mistake."  LifeWay  President 
Thom  S.  Rainer  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  released  Dec.  14. 

For  each  sale  of  the  Here's 
Hope  Breast  Cancer 
Awareness  Bible  —  published 
by  LifiWay's  publishing  arm, 
BAH  -  one  dollar  was  donat¬ 
ed  to  Susan  G.  Komen.  Earlier 
this  year  the  pro-life  group 
American  Life  League  report¬ 
ed  that  18  of  Komen's  affilb 
ates  had  given  more  than 
$600,000  to  Planned 
Parenthood  during  2009-10, 
the  last  year  for  which  stats 
are  available. 

No  Mississippi  affiliates  of 
Susan  G.  Komen  were  listed 
as  contributing  to  Planned 
Parenthood,  which  played  a 
major  role  iii  defeating 
Initiative  26,  also  known  as 
tire  Personhood  Amendment 
in  last  fall's  Mississippi  gen¬ 


eral  election.  'The  proposed 
constitutional  amendment 
would  have  defined  person- 
hood  as  begltming  at  the 
moment  of  fertilization. 

Although  Ptaniud 

Parenthood  does  not  have  an 
abortion  facility  in 
Mississippi,  the  group's  affili¬ 
ates  around  the  couiitry  were 
responsible  for  contributing  a 
large  amount  of  the  $U  mil¬ 
lion  that  was  funneled  to  anti¬ 
initiative  26  groups  In  the 
state. 

Komen  said  the  money  was 
for  breast  exams,  but  me  fact 
that  Planned  Parenthood  is 
the  rtation's  largest  abortion 
provider  caused  pro-life  nriu- 
nizations  to  •criticize  the 
Komen  ties  to  Planned 
.Parenthood. 

"When  otti  leadership  dis¬ 
covered  the  overwhelming 
concern  that  some  of  Komen'r 
affiliates  were  giving  funds  to 
Planned  Parenthood,  we 
braan  the  arduous  process  of 
wimdrawing  this  Bible  from 
the  markeL'  Rainer  said. 
'Though  we  have  assurances 
that  Komen's  funds  are  used 
only  for  breast  cancer  screen¬ 
ing  and  awareness,  it  is  not  in 
keeping  with  LifeWay's  core 
values  to  have  even  an  md^ 
reel  relationship  with 
Planned  Parenthood."  _ 

^iner  also  staled,  'BliH  s 


mission  to  advance  the 
Gospel  through  distribution 
of  God's  Word  is  unchanged, 
so  we  will  continue  to  seek 
innovative 


ways  that  ate 

"Planned 

LifeWay's  Rarenthooc 

core  values."  _  _ 

The  Bibles  mammogra 

Planned  Pai 

in  LifeWay  s 

stores  but  at  dOCS  dO  IS 
mass  retailers 
like  Walmart, 
said  Marty 
King, 

spokesman  Nstk 

for  LifeWay 
Christian 
Resources. 

The  initial 

goal  was  to  "get  the  Bible  into 
tne  hands  of  people  who  may 
not  frequent  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores  or 
LifeWay.com.' 

"We4e  working  with  those 
companies  now  to  withdraw 
the  Bible,  but  that  can't  hap¬ 
pen  overnight,"  King  Mid. 

Komen  has  tried  to  dis¬ 
tance  itself  from  Planned 
Parenthood's  sbortion  prac¬ 
tices,  Mying  in  a  statement 
that  'under  no  circumstances 
are  Komen  funds  used  to 
fund  abortions  or  other  non- 
biMst  services." 


"Planned 

Parenthood  doesn't  do 
marrinK>grarns.Vli*«t 
Planned  Parenthdod 
does  do  is  abortion." 


NsaonsIRi^  ta  tfe 


'Annually,  Komen 

Affiliates  fund  programs  that 
provide  breast  health  educa¬ 
tion  and  breast  screenii^  for 
hundreds  of 
thouMnds  of 
low-income, 
uninsured,  or 

do«n’tdo 

. .  ,  under-served 

DS.VVtWt  women  via 

u-Lthrtnrl  nearly  2,000 
iOOtqoa  ,0^,1  oegani- 

bortion."  z  a  t  i  o  n  s  , 
including  19 

; _  Planned 

—  C^tmmaa  Parenthood 
gfgsrtsnt  prograbis," 
id  fli^  to  Komen  said  in 

CuiiswIttM  *  statement. 

One 
Komen  affili¬ 
ate  in  New 
Jersey  funded  two  Planned 
Parenthood  locations,  mean¬ 
ing  18  Komen  affiliates  gave 
money  'to  19  Planned 
Parenthood  locations. 

Carol  Tobias,  president  of 
the  National  Right  to  Life 
Committee,  wrote  a  column  in 
the  October  iaaue  of  Catholic 
businesa  magazine  Legatusa 
bemoaning  the  fact  that  busan 
G.  Komen,  often  .seen  as  a 
worthy  charity,  has  such  ties. 

'Almost  everyone  in 
America  knows  a  woman  who 
has  had  breast  caiKei:'  Tobias 
wrote.  "Some  of  those  beloved. 


Komen  friends  and  family  members 
may  have  died  fiom  it.  So 
whm  an  organization  like 
Susan  G.  Komen  for  the  Cure 
conducts  fundraising  projects 
for  research,  it's  dirficurt  to 
My  no. 

"We're  encouraged  to  help 
by  buying  a  certam  brand  of 
yogurt  or  a  certain  soft  drink. 
PiA  ribbons  pop  up  on  prod¬ 
ucts  everywhere.  We  can  buy 
items  we  would  normally  buy 
and  feel  good  about  helpirig 
find  a  cure,"  but  Tobias  Mid 
that  the  ties  between  Susan  G. 
Korrten  and  Planned 
Parenthood  are  very  teal, 

‘If  Komen's  mission  is  to 
find  a  cure  for  breast  catKcr, 
why  are  they  giving  huge  sums 
of  money  to  Planned 
Parenthood,  the  nation's  hugest 
abortion  provider?"  she  asked. 
"...  Komen  mvs  the  grants  are 
used  to  fund  breast  exams 
and  mammograms.  However, 
numerous  reports  confirm 
that  Planned  Parenthood 
doesn't  do  mammograms. 
What  Planned  Parenthood 
does  do  is  abortion.' 

Planned  Parenthood  affili¬ 
ates  offer  physical  breast 
exams,  but  not  mammo¬ 
grams.  Tobias  added,  "THeie 
IS  a  substantial  body  of  evi¬ 
dence  to  show  that  ertting  an 
abortion  increases  the  risk  of 
breast  cancer." 


The  Baitbt  Rbcobd  -■ 


1.  Border  Spring*  C3inrch. 

Caledonia,  dedicated 
their  new  education 
building.  Shown  are 
church  member*  and 
pa*tor  David 

Westmoreland. 

2.  Flt*t  Church,  Belmont, 
hosted  a  surprise  dinner 
in  honor  oi  retiring 
music  minister  Steve 
McAnally.  McAnally 
has  served  the  church 
since  February,.  1987. 
Pastor  Ray  Burks  and 
the  congrraation  had  a 
ditmer  in  his  honor  and 
presented  him  with  a 
plaque,  moitey  wreatK 
and  a  special  Wdeo  pre¬ 
sentation.  Shown  are 
Burks  and  McAis  illy. 

3.  First  Umreh, 

Lnmberton,  wi  >1  host 
the  Erwin ,  F**nily  in 
concert  jaiy'17,  (i  pan.  A 
love  olfj^ng  will  be 
received. 

4.  Cedar  View  Church, 

Olive  Branch,  will  host 
The  Almost  Famous 
Carl  Crain*  ti'  concert 
Jan.  21,  6  p.m.  , 

3.  The  youth  of  Pleasant 
Hill  Church,  Tippah 
County,  pres-mted  their 
Christmas  program  Dec. 
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Iranian  pastor  could  remain  in  prison  another  year 


ISTANBLS^i’)  —  A  pastor  in  Iran 
sentenctd  to  death  for  lelusing  to 
recant  his  faith  may  have  to  wait 
another  year  in  prison  for  a  ruling  on 
whedier  the  semence  will  be  uimld. 


whedier  the  semence  will  1 
according  to  sources. 

Youse?  (also  spelled 
Nadarkhani.  -  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death  after  a 
const  of  appeals  in 
RMht  Iran,  found 


will  be  upheld, 
elled  Youcef) 


guilty  of  leaving 
Isum,  has  been  in 


"The  news  we  have 
about  Yousef  is  not 
oflioal,  but  that's  what 
laiwyers  are  sarong. 
The  iawyi^  speak  to 
Ihejut^ges;'  seoaetaries 
and  hear  things.  Rasht 
is  not  a  dty.  so  it  is 
easy  to  Idtew  wf^ 
happeni 


pdaoR  since  October 

yet  his  hvraers  oflioal,  but  1 

^lawyers 

2gjt^  Ws  case  for  7>*  taw)>^ 

^^[^n^wakave  thejut^'l 
aBbSt  Yousef  is-  not  .  .net 
official  but  dtors  and  hear  tfn 

what  the  lawyers  are  is  not  a  btt 

who  reguested  happent 

anonymity  told 
Compasa.  'The 
lawyers  speak  to  the 
judees’  secretaries 
aiM  hear  things. 

Raaht  is  ikM  a  bic  city, 
so  it  ia  easy  to  know 
what  is  hafi^pening.'’ 

The  head  of  Iran's  Judiciary, 
AyaloUah  Sadcq  Larijaiu,  has  leport- 
eoly  uideied  the  presiding  iudm  over 
the  trial  in  Rasht  to  do  nothing  tor  one 
yeaL 

Th#  court  in  Raaht,  150  miles  north- 
waatlK  Tehyaiv  was  expected  to  pn>! 
ngMS  a  vardiat  on  VtodarWumrs 
awiJHin  Octobar.  Instead  of  pro- 
noinSig  a  verdict,  die  court  sent  die 
ChxMian's  caae  to  the  nation's  Islamic 
authadty.  Supreme  Leader  Ayatollah 
Khadtonei  to  make  a  ruling.  Sources 
said  die  courYt  lofig  silence  Dodas  ill. 

AadiOTitias  have  alao  condnued  to 


pressure  Nadarkhani  to  recant  his 
faith  while  in  prisim'.  In  September 
they  gave  him.  lalamic  literature 
aimed  at  digcrediting  the  Bible, 
according  to  Sources,  snd  instructed 
him  to  read  it.  The  court  reportedly 
has  been  told  to  use  whatever  means 

necessary  to  compel 
NaiUikhuli  to  recant 

.  ■  ''^4  The  anonymous 

S  we  •  ChrMian  who  spoke  to 

r  ^  ^ iTnpiw  Mbd  hs  didn't 

b^edwtNrfi^ 
^'s  whzt  would  be  executed  sooa 

are  sa^dng,  about  his 

meak  to  case,  indicating  that 

.  noditng  was  oertanv 

eECetanCS  Sooie  Iranian 

Christians  have  said  that, 
inthefKeafinlematioiv 
aty.  SO  it  fS  al  outrage  over  the  cMe 
die  govemment  would 
announce  a  verdict  near 
the  dinstmas  holidays 
so  that  it  would  receive 
lessnotioe. 

Christian  leaders  in 
Iran  have  called  for 
prayer  for  their  lead¬ 
ers  and  congregatiofia 
over  the  t^ristmas 
and  New  Year  period, 
as  there  are  fears  that  pressures  on 
churches  may  intensify  in  the  coming 
days,  according  to  advocacy  group 
Middle  East  Concern  (MEC). 

'These  fears  stem  partly  from  die 
waves  of  arrests  last  Chrutmas  and 
New  Yea«  and  alao  the  previous  yaai; 
In  wMdi  seierat  dnaen  oeltevers  were 
detained,'  MEC  reported  in  a  press 
statement.  'TWo  of  diose  arrestM  iii 
late  December  2010,.  Farshid  and 
NoorallaK  remain  in  priaon.' 

Farshid  Fadd.  32,  has  been  in  the 
notorious  Evin  Prison  in  Tehran  since 
Dec.  26,  2010.  Ito  is  married  and  has 


Nadarkhani 

two  young  children.  Noorollah. 
Qabitizade,  a  Christian  convert  and  a 
houae  church  leader  held  in  Ahwaz  in 
southwestern  Iran,  has  been  in  prison 
since  Christmas  Eve  of  last  year. 
Between  December  of  last  year  and 
February,  authorities  arrestM  scores 
of  Christians.  All  have  been  released, 
except  for  Qabitizade  and  Fadii. 

^  Authorides  arrested  Nadarkhani  in 
hia  home  dty  of  Raaht  in  Oct.  2009  on 
charges  that  he  questionad  obligatory 
relif^n  classes  in  Iranian  sonools. 
After  finding  hiip  guilty  of  apostasy, 
the  court  of  appeals  in  Rasht  in 
November  2010  issued  a  written  co»- 
ftrmatton  of  hts  charges  and  death 
sentence. 

At  an  appeal  hearim  in  June  this 
year,  the  Mpremc  Court  of  Iran 
upheld  Nadarkhani's  senunce  but 
asked  the  court  in  Rasht  to  determine 
if  he  was  a  practiditg  Muslim  before 
his  conversion.  The  court  declared 


fnr  pnyer  through¬ 
out  iMi  dma.  as  lut 
yeark  Christmas 
and  New  Ymt  peri¬ 
od  broq^  aavaral 
arratts. 


that  Nadarkhani  was  not  a  practicing 
Muslim  before  his  conversion,  but 
that  he  was  still  guilty  of  apostasy  due 
to  his  Muslim  ancestry. 

The  Supreme  Court  had  also  deter¬ 
mined  that  his  death  sentence  could 
be  annulled  if 

he  recanted  — 

his  faith. 

Nadarkhani  Jh®  PerSeCUt^H 
refused  to  do  , 

so.  His  final  Church 
appeal  hear-  _ 

ings  ended  lortin  Christlin 
on  Sept.  28,  iMdan  art  ailing 
and  the  c^rt  thrw^ 

was  expected  ^  T 

to  mate  its  «« this  dm#,  as  hst 
final  decision  yaark  Christmas 
two  weeks  ^  NawYw  p#ri- 
from  the  final  .  u— Jl.  -  -  — . 

hearing.  brou^  awmral 

Nadar-  arratts. 
k  h  a  n  i  '  t 
lawyer, 

Mohammad 

AU  Dadkhah,  also  faces  charges  for 
'actions  and  propaganda  against  the 
Islamic  regime,'  due  to  his  human 
rights  activities. 

In  addition,  this  monthy  Iranian 
authorities  sentenced  .Alircza 
Seyedian  to  six  years  ii^risonmenl 
for  being  baptized  in  Turkey  and 
uploading  a  video  of  his  baptism  to 
the  Internet  according  to  Mohabat 
News.  Seyedian  ia  another  member  of 
the  ChurM  of  Iran,  and  Dadkhah  is 
alto  representing  him.  As  Christians 
in  Iran  are  held  Imtage  to  the  govern- 
aMnrs  poUttcal  whtnia.  soaM  uanian 
Christians  say  the  key  to  their  free- 
is  continued  prrsime  tem  di# 
international  community. 

EdHor'i  not*:  Compam  Dinct  News, 
bated  in  Santa  Ana,  Ca.,  Jocute*  on 
Chrittiant  worldwide  who  are  pertecuted 
for  their  faith.  Used  In/  permittkm. 


Kl  \  l\\l  -  \\l  )  I  It  !\II  t  ( AIIM. 


1.  West  GnUpott  Orarch.  Gulf  Coast  Aaaeclation:  6Sth 
aiuilversa^  oelebratiort  Jan.  29;  tervicat,  lOJO  a-m., 
Miowed  ^  dinner  on' the  grounds,  singing,  and 
sharing  aarvicc. 

2.  MiUiaryCkrircItSnarsll:  Harvest  WeekeniL  Jan.  6- 
7;  Pri.  -  Sat,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  lO-JO  a-m.,  followed  by 
hmeh,  and  1  p.m.;  Gary  M.  Bowlitt  speaker;  Kevin 

1.  Priog  music. 


Coi  1 1  (.1  \i  ws 


1.  Registration  for  die  spring  semester  at 

Blna  Mountain  CoUagt  will  be  held 
from  10  a.m.  until  5  p.m.  on  Jan.  9_in 
I^wiey  Adminlstfation  Building. 
students  are  reouired  to  attend  new 
student  orientation  Jan.  9  from  8:30 
a.m.  until  11:30  a.m.  Registration  ivUl 
follow.  Evening  registration  will  be 
held  in  Lowrey  Administration 

Building  Jan.  9  from  1:30  p.m.  until  5 
p.m.  Evening  classes  hwn  Jan.  9,  day 
daises  begin  on  Jan.  10,  and  Term  I 
online  claaees  start  on  Jan.  12.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Office  of 
Admissions  at  (662)  68S-4771  or  (800) 
235-0136.  Additional  registration 

details  may  be  found  at 
http:  /-fsvww.bnic.edu  /  springl2rcg.asp 

2.  Manifold  Greatness:  The  Creation  and 
Afterlife  of  the  King  James  Bible,  a^ 
traveling  exhibition  opening  at  the' 

'  ^rah  C^tlespie  Museum  on  William 


Carey  UBlvcrsiri^s  Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus  on  January -19,  celebrates  the  400th 
anniversary  or  the 'first  printing  of  the 
Kiiw  James  Bible  in  1611  and  examines 
its  fascinating  and  complex  history.  The 
traveling  exKibii  was  oi^anized  by  the 
Folger  Shakespeare  Library, 
Wadiington,  D.C.,  and  the  American 
Library  Association  Public  Programs 
Office.  The  library  is  sponsoring  free 
programs  and  other  events  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  connection  with  the  exhibition. 
For  more  information,  visit 
http:/ /library. wmcarey.edu,  or  contact 
Sherry  Lau^lin  at  (Ml)  318-6170  or 
slauKnlin#wmcarey.edu.  The  exhibit 
will  M  available  for  x'^wing  Monday-< 
Thursday,  from  9  a.m.-7p.m.:  Fridays,  9 
a.m.-Sp.m.;  Saturdays  10  a.m. -5p.m.; 
and  9und^s,l-5  p.m.  Manifold 
Gieatneas:  The  Creation  and  Afterlife 
of  the  King  lames  Bible  will  be  on  dis¬ 
play  on  the  Carey  campus  until 
February  16. 


t  Veit  US  online  at 

wwwjnbcb.oi:g 

tp  l^bm  moie  about  htiuMBiiiri  Baptist  opportunitteg. 
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Pastor:  Christian  presence  threatened  at  Air  Force  Academy 


dlUdJl4  ^ 


COLORADO  SPRINGS,  dupd.'  Executive  Committee, 

Colo.  (BP)  —  Recent  actions  It  turns  out  the  academy  in  described  Weinstein  as  a  Der¬ 
by  the  U.S.  Air  Force  2011  dedicated  an  $80/X)0  out-  son  who  angrily  threatens  tnv- 
Academy  in  Colorado  door  "Stonehenge-lilw'  wor-  suits  and  pushes  unsubstanti- 
Springs,  Co.,  could  appear  as  ship  centei;  as  tM  newmper  ated  claims  on  his  foui^tion's 
if  commanders  are  on  a  mis-  put  it  for  cadets  with  'Earth-  website,  military religiousfree- 
sion  to  rid  the  institution  of  liased'  religians.  donutig. 

Christian  influence,  but  a  'We're  here  to  accommodate  'He  even  says  the 
neaiby  pastor  says  the  actions  all  tebgkm^  period,'  Chaplain  Constitution  is  to  (grantee 
are  the  result  of  intense  pres-  Maj.  Corren  Duncan  said,  not-  both  freedom  of  rebgion  and 
sure  from  one  man.  iitg  the  current  cadet  class  freedom  from  religion,'  Routt 

The  most  recent  flap  ittijudes  11  Muslims,  16  said,  addii^  that  tie  suspt^ 
involved  a  lunchtime  Buddhists,  10  Kindus,  an^  part  of  Weinstein's  motivation 
announcement  and  subse-  three  pagans  as  will  as  43  sdn  tor  making  oudandish  claims 
quent  e-mail  encouraging  identinea  atheists.  is  finatKim  ^in  from  those 

cadets  to  participate  in  Not  only  does  the  academy  «vho  suppc^  his  viewpomt. 
Oj^ration  Christmas  Child,  an  now  provi^  worshm  space  for  Routt  said  Weinstem  is 
annual  program  of  Franklm-^dLitJ'^qi’it^  cawts  to  com-  to  portray  Operation 
Graham^  Mmaritan's  Purse  plete  religious  respect  training.  Christmas  Child  in  a  negative 
relief  organization.  Mike  Routt  psurtor  of  Ciiw  light  brause  his  readers  are 

'Please  consider  spending  Drive  Churdr  in  Colorado  iKit  familiar  with  die  program, 
some  of  your  valuable  mne  and  Springs,  told  Bap^  Press  the  In  a  letter  to  supporters, 
oKiney  to  love  on  a  kid  around  hoatifity  toward  Christianity  at  Weinstein  called  it  'a  proiect  of 
the  world,' the  email  said  the  Air  Fonx  Academy  is  not  internationally-infamous 

Commanders  initially  said  the  result  of  the  leadership  Islamophobe  Franklin 

there  was  nothing  wrong  with  there  but  is  in  response  to  pres-  Graham's  Samaritan's  Purse 
the  academy's  involvement  in  sure  from  Mik^  -Weinstem  of  oiguiization.' 
the  program,  but  when  die  Vfilitary  Religious  Freedom  ^OstensiUy  meant  to  bring  a 
pressed  they  apologized  and  Foundation.  bit  of  'Christmas  cheer'  to  dul- 

sssigned  the  project  to  the  Wemptein,  an  Air  Force  dien  in  disaster  areu  and  war- 
acarwmy's  diaplains  who  can  Academy  graduate,  is  stridten  nations,  this  mission- 
legally  recruit  for  religious  described  on  die  foundation's  ary  program  masquerading  as 
eimeavofs.  The  Colorado  website  os  'the  undisputed  an  innocuous  charity  uses 
Springs  Gazette  reported.  leader  of  the  national  move-  deliveries  of  toys  and  toiletries 

Betore  that,  it  was  an  ethics  ment  to  lestore  the  obliterated  as  a  Trojan  horse  to  sneak 
class  on  just  war  theory'that  wall  separating  church  and  Graham's  fundamentalist 
was  halted  because  co^  state  in  die  most  technological-  Christian  ministry  of  jesus 


lot  the  academy.  President  Resgan.  In  20%  he  rod  ink 
vember,  the  Los  Ixegan  fbcuamg  hfi  attention  on  where  ri 
rimes  carried  this  'the  nonprofit  charitable  foun-  an  mere 
Mr  Force  Academy  dation  he  founded  to  directly  ingoonfl 
>  pagans,  druids,  battle  the  far-right  militant  red-  'At  i 
d  Wkxans.  kal  evangelicu  religious  fun-  Stakes  is 

!  still  of  a  cold  damentalM.' 

evening,  a  sriull  Weiiwtein  is  the  author  of 
f  pagans,  lad  by  two  the  book.  With  God  On  Our 
egins  preparations  Side:  One  Man's  War  Agairwt 
img  winter  aolstioe,'  an  Evangelical  Coup  in 
legan.  "But  these  are  America's  MiUtan'.  This  year 
f  pagans,  and  this  is  he  was  named  the  inaugural 
ly  setting.  Thw  are  Person  of  the  Year  by 
cers  of  the  United  Americans  United  for  the 
kxce  practicing  their  Sepmbon  of  Church  and  State, 
basement  of  me  Air  Routt  who  serves  on  the 
icademy's  cadet  Southern  Baptist  Convention's 


Hearinq  is  Believin 


website  says.  'Aiw  sign  of 
Iwpoctisy  in  Untied  Stales  policy, 
official  or  otherwise  toward  the 
free  exercise  of  idtoion  within 
die  mililaiy  makes  it  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  convmoe  odiers  to  fojfow 

nur  nffiMaw'a  - * 


1.  Lowery  Creek  Church, 


Seminary,  has  called 
Paul  Rogers  as  pastor. 
Rogers  was  bom  In 
Pennsylvania  and 
resides  now  in  Ellisville. 
He  has  served  in  many 
different  areas  in  the 
U.S.  Army  as  chaplain 
for  23  years.  He  is 
shown  with  his  wlfo 
Patsy. 

First  Church,  Belmont 
has  called  Caleb  Ramey 
aa  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  He  comes  with 


MSAudioLLC 


Dcsi^  A  imegnliae  of  PioAMkaal  Audio,  Vldoo.  A  LigMmg 
Church,  CaeffimtoS  Room,  School 
Equipmeol  mist,  tsrvioe  aid  mmafimior. 


wife,  Allsina  and  daugh¬ 
ter  Hattie  from  First 
Church,  Roserevilte, 
Als. 


no«perHalM  .  P.O.  BaKlS75  ni60i.«23-9M7 
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Church  security:  Firearms  in  church  bring  comfort,  alarm 


Fifth  in  a  §eoen-parl, 
aptriodica!  series 

Church  “spree"  shooting 
vents  have  caused  a.  lot  of 
oncem.  Unfortunately,  acts 
f  violence  within  church 
tructures  and  on  church 
roperties  occur  on  a  regular 
asis.  Many  churches  have 
sponded  in  unique  ways. 
The  Louisiana  House  of 
epresenutives  recently 
issed  House  Bill  68  which 
lows,  but  does  not  mandate, 
lurches  to  astablish  a  secu- 
ty  plan  for  their  member- 
ip,  permitting  members  of 
e  congregation  who  possess 
ncealed  weapon  carry  per¬ 
ils  to  take  their  guns  to 
urch. 

The  bill  also  requites  an 
ht-hour  firearnu  course  at 
al  law  enforcement  agen- 


House  Bill  68  has  been  qtute 
controversial  and  divisive 
across  denominational  lines. 
The 
Catholic 
Church  in 
Louisiana 
universal¬ 
ly  opposed 
it.  Other 
denomina- 
tkms  have 
embraced 
iL 

What¬ 
ever  your 
church  , 

does  QuaH« 

should  be 

accomplished  with  the  full 
approval  of  your  membership. 
SuKe  rto  institution  operates  m 
a  vacuum,  you  shotild  obtain 
police  or  Sheriff  Departmmt 
advice  for  all  of  your  security 
plans  as  well  as  that  of  your 
msurer.  It  is  also  recommended 
that  you  discuss  the  gun  issue 
with  your  local  distrief  attorney. 


As  iron  sharpens  iron,  so  orte  man 
sharpens  another.  Proverbs  27,A7 


Failing  in  any  one  of  these 
steps  can  prove  problematic. 

CeneraUy  it  is  recognized 
that  firearms  should  be  used 
only  in  cases  where  human 
life  is  in  danger,  that  it  would 
be  better  to  allow  thieves  to 
steal  rather  than  exchange 
bullets  in  a  sanctuary  where 
innocent  worshipers  might  be 
ir^red  or  killed. 

All  of  the  rules  change 
when  a  spree  killer  starts 
shooting  at  random,  however. 

The  generally  recommend¬ 
ed  rule  by  major  house  of 
worship  iiwurers  is  that  serv¬ 
ing  police  officers  should  be 
the  only  personnel  authorized 
by  the  murch  to  bring  con¬ 
cealed  weapons  on  premises. 
Retired  police  officers  and 
detectives  who  stay  current  in 
terms  of  marksmanship 
requirements  could  also  be 
allowed  to  participate  in 
viable  sectuity  programs. 

The  idea  of  well-inten¬ 
tioned  worshipers  carrying 
firearms  to  church  causn  a 
great  deal  of  concern,  espe¬ 
cially  if  they  are  casual  sheiot- 
ers  and  rarely  practice. 

Gunplay  response  in  a 
crowded  environment 

requires  exceptioruil  skill, 
along  with  nerves  of  steel. 
Holiday  shooters  are  often 


great  irurksmen,  blowing  tin 
cans  up  in  the  air  and  then 
shcxiting  them  agun  —  but 
the  cans  can't  snoot  back. 
Polite  officers  and  former 
police  officers  have  been 
trained  in  stress  shooting  and 
are  better  prepared  for  crowd 
shootinm,  out  even  then  there 
are  problems!  Using  a  firearm 
in  a  crowded  envirorunent 
recpiires  extraordinary  profi¬ 
ciency. 

I  don't  want  to  sound 
hypercritical.  I  'rave  carried  a 
concealed  weapon  for  over 
forty  years,  when  1  was  a 
state  police  investigator  and 
later  a  narcotics  agent,  I  was 
requited  to  be  armed  at  all 
times.  The  weapons  were  con¬ 
cealed,  but  every  now  and 
then  someone  would  jostle 
my  pistol  at  church  and  then 
question  my  mental  and/or 
spiritual  well-being. 

One  lady  actually 
screamed  when  she  realized  I 
was  armed  and  wasn't  com¬ 
forted  by  the  fact  that  I  had 
carried  a  weapon  to  that 
church  for  22  years  without 
using  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
one  pastor's  wife  usually  sat 
on  the  pew  with  my  family. 
When  I  asked  her  why,  she 
stated  that  she  knew  I  would 
protect  her. 


My  bwn  value  system  is 
unique.  1  had  rather  replace  the 
Lord's  offering  out  of  my  own 
pocket  than  shoot  a  fellow 
numan  being.  Since  a  def^ive 
shot  is  usually  aimed  at  the 
mid-chest,  it  would  itormally 
be  fatal.  I  would  prefer  not  to 
protect  the  offiring  plate  or 
individuals  being  robbra  with¬ 
in  the  church.  The  thief  can  face 
God's  judgment  Seat  later. 

I  will  always  attempt  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  worshiper,  however, 
arvl  predators  shooting  at  wor>^ 
shipm  must  be  stopped.  A_rDl<\V. 
ber  who  also  waiM  to  take  a 
teenager  with  him  as  he  leaves 
must  also  be  restrained. 

Only  the  worshipers  can  do 
this,  since  the  orime  is  over 
before  most  poUoe  officers  can 
respond.  The  shooter  must  be 
stopped  within  the  churdi  if  he 
is  to  be  stopped  at  all. 

Quarles  is  professor  emeritus 
of  criminal  justice  at  the 
Unioersity  of  Mississippi  in 
Oxford  and  co-author  of  the 
book.  Crime  Prevention  for 
Houses  of  Worsitip.  He  may  be 
contacted  -at 

ctiuarles9olemiss.edu. 
Copyright  2011.  Used  by  per¬ 
mission.  — 


COVINGTON,  La.  (BP)  — 
Girl  Scouts  USA's  recent  revela¬ 
tion  that  its  local  chapters 
sometimes  irvfuct  boys  who  try 
to  live  as  girls,  often  referred  to 
as  'transgendered'  individuals 
is  already  having  repetcusskms 
in  Louisuna  where  mice  troops 
at  a  Christian  school  have  dis- 
bartdedin  disappointment. 

Susan  Bryant-Snure  of 
Lacoinbe,  La.,  is  one  of  three 
troop  leaders  at  Northlake 
ChrMian  School  who  resigned 
and  are  dismantling  meir 
troops  because  the  jxriicy  is  in 
canflict  with  that  of  the  host 


Concerned  about 
I  the  Stock  Market?! 


Leam  how  to  avoid  riak« 
•void  probate,  and  make 
your  money  generate  a 
guaranteed  lifetime  income 
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school.  Her  three  daughters, 
ages  10,  six  and  fouz  are  among 
25  girls  who  had  been  active 
scouts  there. 

bistead,  Northlake  is  investi¬ 
gating  aligitmenl  with 
American  Heritage  Girls,  a 
group  organized  in  1995  in 
protest  to  the  Girl  Scouts'  deci¬ 
sion  to  allow  scouts  to  replace 
the  word,  "God,"  in  scout 
teachings  with  a  word-  repre¬ 
senting  a  personal  image  of 
Goc^  such  as  "higher  being," 
"Allah,"  or  "Buddha." 

The  newer  group  proclaims 
Jesus  Christ  as  Lord,  limits 
membership  to  girls,  and  works 
to  disciple  girls  as  Christians. 

The  issue  came  to  light  laii; 
last  month  when  a  mother  in 
Denver,  Co.,  tried  to  gain  entry 
into  the  Girl  Scouts  tor  her  son, 
a  biological  seven-year-old 
male  who  seeks  to  live  as  a  girl. 
Initially  turned  away,  the  modi- 
er  callra  a  press  confererKe  in 
protest.  This  led  the  Colorado 
chaptCT  to  reveal  its  practice  of 
inclusion,  which  evaluates  the 
admis.sinn  of  boys,  albeit  tfans- 
gendered.  on  a  case-by-case 
basis.  s. 

Whik-  the  Denver  boy  had 
not  been  admitted  as  of  early 
December,  the  Colorado  group 
is  discussing  the  matter  with 
the  nuHher  and  is  amenable  to 
admitting  the  boy  if  he  is  living 


as  a  girl,  explained  Rachelle 
Trujillo,  vice  president  for  com¬ 
munications  of  the  Colorado 
Girl  Scouts. 

"We  accept  all  girls  in 
kindergarten  throu^  12  th 
grade  as  members,  u  a  child 
identifies  as  a  girl  and  the 
child's  family  presents  her  as  a 
girl.  Girl  S<^ts  of  Colorado 
welcomes  her  as  a  Giri  Scout." 
the  Colorado  chapter  said  in  its 
official  statement. 

It  further  said  that  "requests 
for  support  of  transgender  kids 
have  grown." 

The  luitional  organization. 
Girl  Scouts  of  the  USA  "is  say¬ 
ing  that  councils  can  make 
these  decisions  on  a  case-by¬ 
case  basis,"  Trujillo  said.  "If  a 
child  is  '.iving  as  a  girl  that's 
gocxl  enough  for  us.  We  don't 
require  any  proof  of  gender.  It's 
abmiutely  a  case-by-case  basis. 
There's  not  any  rational  fear  of 
Girl  Scouts  b«ng  overrun  by 
boys." 

Transgenden  d  children  are 
currently  serving  in  Girl  Scoot 
troops  in  the  U.S.,  Truiillo  said, 
alth^gh  she  decUneu  to  give 
details  "There  are  other  ctxin- 
cils  that  have  transgendered 
girls  and  it's  working  out  fine 
ft's  to.;',^  isolated  and  rare  to 
have  a  transgendered  child.  It's 
kind  of  unoiartcred  territory 
for  all  of  us." 


Girl  Scouts  local  chapters  allowing 
'transgendered'  boys  to  join  troops 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 


Seeking  Purity  in  a  Sensual  Culture 

Epfcwi.iM  5:1-S,  8-U,  U-U 


By  Bum  Pa 


Pul  awed  multiple  tunes  in 
Ephesians  that  there  should  be 
a  distiactian  between  the  way  a 
Christian  lives  (mofts)  and  ttie 
way  a  non-Ouistian  lives;  And 
you  were  dead  m  your  trespass 
es  and  sins  in  whidi  you  juevi- 
ouaiy  walked  aocoedW  to  the 
ways  oi  this  world  (2:2); 
Tnoefore  h  the  pnsoner  for  the 
Lord,  uiae  you  to  msU  worthy 
at  the  calline  you  have  received 
(4:1);  Thereiore;  I  say  this  and 
testily  in  the  Loed:  You  should 
no  Umm  waOc  as  the  Gentiles 
walk,  m  the  hibUty  of  their 
thoughts  (4:17);  Therefore,  be 
imitators  of  God,  as  dearly 
loved  children.  And  toalk  in 
love,  as  the  Messiah  also  loved 
us  and  gave  Himself  for  us,  a 
sacrificial  and  fragrant  offerfog 
to  God  (5:1);  for  you  were  once 


darkness,  but  now  (you 
are)  light  in  the  Lord. 
MMk  as  childten  of 


(5:17);  Pay  car^l 
attention,  then,  to  how  Pi 
you  walk  —  not  as 
unwise  people  but  as  wise 
(5:15). 

In  Ephesians  5  Pul  gave  at 
least  three  acbons  descriptive  of 
a  Christian's  life.  FirsC  we  are  to 
walk  in  love  (Eph.  5:1-5);  sec- 
oncL  ive  are  to  walk  in  the  light 
(Eph  5:6-12);  ud  third,  we  are 
to  walk  in  wisdom  (5:15-16). 

Pul  commanded, 

'Therefore,  be  imitators  of 
God.*  A:>  a  child  imitates  his 
pareno,  so  ought  a  believer  to 
imitate  God.  I  remember  one 
day  as  a  little  boy  I  was  follow¬ 
ing  my  daddy,  aird  1  was  coiv- 
sciciusty  trying  to  step  in  his 
fcmtprints  as  I  walked  behind 
him.  Now  as  a  grown  man,  I 


catch  myself  subcon¬ 
sciously  imitating 
dac^  m  multiple  matv 
nerisms  or  saymgs  that 
he  once  used 

As  a  child  of  God  we 
ought  to  imitater*our 
Earner  in  love;  and  foe 
imitation  of  God  the 
Father  turns  out  to  be 
foe  imitation  of  Christ 
ge  foe  Son.  We  were  creat¬ 
ed  as  sensual  beings 
which  nreaita  we  respond  to 
physical  senses  is  a  source  of 
pleaure.  Hcnvever,  self-ceiv 
iered  vices  in  conduct  and 
speech  (seniaf  immorality  and 
my  impurity  or  greed  fas.  3-4/) 
are  foe  oppoaite  of  foe  self-sac¬ 
rificing  Imre  spoken  of  in  verses 
1-2.  The  way  we  imitate  Gcxl  is 
to  live  a  life  {walk)  m  love;  and 
as  foe  piecedinp,  section  affirms, 
a  life  c>f  love  IS  characterized  by 
totgivenees.  When  we,  in  love, 
forgive  others,  we  put  their 
weB-being  aheiKl  of  our  crwn 
comfort  and  desires.  Lust  is 
directed  inward  (serving  self); 
love  is  directed  outwarcf  (serv¬ 
ing  ofoers).  This  self-giving. 


serving  life  that  is  lived  in  per¬ 
fect  obedience  to  God  and  per¬ 
fect  love  to  men  becomes  a  sac¬ 
rificial  and  fnrerant  oficrra  to 
God  as  was  the  life  of  Christ 
foat  waa  given  in  Imre  for  us. 

For  you  were  once  darkness, 
but  iww  (you  are]  light  in  foe 
Lord  (v.  ^  The  special  point 
here  is  fom  he  does  not  say, 
*You  were  in  darkness  before  , 
there  was  mdeed  some  light  in 
foe  world  around  foem,  as  God 
had  not  left  Himself  without  a 
witness  (Foulkes).  Ht  says 
rather  foat  'darkness  was  in 
them'  (Ab^X  hw  r*re  dark- 
new.  Their  li^  and  not  just 
their  emrirmmefit  were  dm. 
"But  now,  he  [Paul]  continues, 
you  are  Itoaf  ra  Die  Lsi  ,*.  He  says 
m  effect  'If  you  are  in  foe  Loni 
you  are  in  foe  light  and  foe 
light  ia  in  you.'  Be  what  you  are! 
As  you  HW  as  foe  b^fot  of  foe 
world,  foe  'fruit  of  foe  light* 
results  to  aU  goodness,  nght- 
eousness  and  truth  (v.  9)  —  m  a 
wont  the  fruit  of  sterling  char¬ 
acter  (HughesX 

Notice  that  the  apostle  does 
not  set  one  kind  of  fruit  over 


ageinst  another  kind  h  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fruit  or  no  fruit  —  the  fruit¬ 
less  worts  of  derkneas.  Darkness 
does  not  produce  fruit  Paul  is 
eirqihatto  ‘Take  no  part  ia'  or 
*Have  nothing  to  do  with'  or 
*Do  not  share  or  paiticmatf'  to 
foe  fruitless  weeks  of  darkness. 
Rafoet  expose  them.  The  word 
expose  ones  meant  'to  lepiove,* 
'to  rebuke,'  'to  disgtaoe,'  or  'to 
shame.'  Howevet  what  Paul  is 
advtxating  to  this  verse  is  for 
Chrsbans  to  bve  their  bves  to 
such  a  different  way  from  those 
around  foem  that  rather  than  by 
reproof  of  speech,  thty 'expose*' 
their  sins  with  th>:  lim  of  a  life 
bved  to  foe  glory  of  God.  Paul's 
idea  is  that  of  a  silent  witness  or 
process  foat  is  comparable  to  foe 
acbon  of  bght  (Scott).  We, 
indeed  )iave  a  choice  as  to  )iow 
we  are  to  bve  (woUc).  Paul  says, 
“Chexise  wiselyr  (v.  15) 


Pore  is  duar  of  the  Department 
id  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy  at  Masitmppi  CoUe» 
and  a  member  of  First  Churdi, 
Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stay  Focused  on  the  Goal 

Numbers  32:1, 5  h  16-18, 20-24;  32: 51-53 


By  Melleen  Moore _  well  as  established 

laws  and  instructions. 

In  yesteryear  ip  foe  farming 
’"'fiiWfy,  mul;^  we  -e  the  IPt  not  About 

iour.e  CM  plow  power  for  cul-  Juat  Me  and  Mine  Mo 

bvating.  The  ham^.-ss  w4s  Numbers  32:1, 5-6 

ecjuippcd  with  blirders  to  Nobng  the  land  in  the 

k^  foe  mule  fexused  on  the  plains  was  suitable  tor  cattle 
task  to  front  of  him.  It  iiuni-  and  sheep  with  adecpiate  pas- 
mized  the  distractions  and  hire  and  water,  foe  tribes  of 
made  foe  task  more  maiuige-  Reubea  Gad  aial  later  ^  half 
able.  We,  as  Chrisbans  tcxiay,  tribe  of  Manasseh  desireci  to 
need  to  stay  focused  on  foe  settle  on  the  east  side  of  ^ 
goal  of  bving  aa  Gcxl's  peOTle  Jordan.  This  land  was  outside 
in  a  tin  sick  worlcT  'The  the  border  of  foe  laiul  foat 
Children  of  Israel  needed  to  be  God  had  promised  the 
focused  on  foe  task  in  front  of  Israelites.  God  had  gone 
them  to  possess  foe  promised  before  the  IsraeUtes  to  defeat 
land.  Nearing  foe  end  of  forty  foe  inhabitants  of  foe  plairo 


In  yesteryear  ip  foe  farming 
’"'tiiWfy,  niul;:S  we-e  the 
iour.e  CM  plow  power  for  cul- 
bvating.  The  ham^.-ss  w4t 
ef)uipt^  with  blirders  to 
k^  foe  mule  fexused  cm  the 
task  to  front  of  him.  It  tiuni- 
mized  the  distractions  and 
made  the  task  more  manage¬ 
able.  We,  as  Chrisbans  tcxiay, 
need  to  stay  fcxxised  cm  the 
goal  of  bving  aa  Gcxl's  pewle 
in  a  tin  Sek  worlcl.  "rhe 
Children  of  Israel  needed  to  be 
fcKused  cm  foe  task  in  fremt  of 
them  to  possess  foe  promised 


an  immediate  flash 
back  of  the  spies 
whose  report  disccnir- 
aged  the  Israelites 
from  entering  the 
promise  land  earlier 
causing  a  forty  year 
delay.  The  goal  was  to 
poss^  the  land  that 
Cod  had  promioad 
ffwm  with  each  tribe 
xe  ccmtribuHng  their  part. 

It's  Abrrat.  Helping 
Others,  Too 
Numbers  32: 16-16 
Reuben  and  Gad  assured 
Moses  foat  they  were  morv 
than  willing  to  assist  the  other 
tribes  in  taking  Canaan. 
Moses  understexm  that  their 
tioops  wcxild  "be  armed, 
reacly  to  go  before  the 
Children  of  Israel’  (Numbers 
32:17,  NKJV).  Reuben  and 
Gad  ask  for  tim4  to  build 


years  to  the  wilderness,  Act  and  make  way  for  them.  The  shcee’iolds  which  ww  rouw 
were  camped  in  foe  plains  of  request  may  have  seemed  a  bit  shw  structures  of  four  sides 
Moab  on  W  east  sicie  of  the  selfish  to  Moses  as  his  focus  high  enough  to  1^  wiW  aiu- 


lordan  River  across  from 
Jericho.  Moses  had  recorded  « 
travel  log  of  their  journey, 
taken  a  lecond  census  of  the 
tribes,-  named  foe  leaders  to 
assist  in  the  land  divisiem  as 


was  on  possessing  Canaan. 
Moses  was  ccxicemM  with  the 
effect  this  request  would  have 
cm  the  confidence  of  the  other 
tribes  as  well  as  the  loss  of 
scene  84,000  trcxjps.  He  had 


mala  out  with  a  single 
entrance.  The  walls  may  have 
had  thorn  vines  cm  foe  top  to 
furfoer  discourage  predators 
that  might  attack  Ifoe  livestock.' 
They  also  wanted  to  build  for¬ 


tified  cities  for  their  families' 
proteebem.  The  troops  were 
rvM  cmly  wilUng  to  go  to  battle 
but  were  willing  to  lead  —  a 
dangerous  position.  They 
would  stay  until  Canaan  was 
coiMjuetecf  and  all  tribes  had 
received  their  inheritance.  The 
shared  goal  of  possessing  foe 
promiaad  land  was  tha  focua 
with  each  tribe  helping. 

It's  About  Fulfilling  an 
Obligabon 
Numbers  32:20-24 

For  foe  tribes  to  receive  the 
land  east  of  the  Jcxdaa  they 
must  fight  alcmgside  the  other 
tribes.  Moses  agreed  to  the 
ccxnprcxnise  with  Reuben  and 
Gad  —  arm  yourselves  for 
war,  croM  the  Jordan  with  the 
ofoers  to  drive  out  the  enemy, 
and  subdue  the  land.  Moses 
pointed  out  foal  a  failure  to 
keep  the  agreement  wcxild  be 
a  sin  against  the  lT>rd.  He  cem- 
linued  with  a  warning  "be 
sure  ycMir  sin  will  find  you 
out*  (Numbers  32:  23,  NidV). 
After  foe  fulfillment  of  their 
respcmsibility,  Reuben  and 
Gad  with  foirir  troops  could 
return  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Jordan  to  claim  their  land. 


It's  About  U^ng  as  God's 
-People  * 

Number  M:51-53 
The  bme  tor  fulfilling  the 
promise  to  Abraham  cen¬ 
turies  before  was  near.  The 
Children  of  Israel  were  about 
to  experience  the  promise 
land:  however  the  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  Canaan  would  not  go 
away  WHHngly.  God  g«ve  spe¬ 
cific  instructions  about  mis- 
sessing  the  land.  The 
Children  of  Israel  were  to 
drive  out  the  wicked  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  land  and  tear 
down  the  engraved  stones, 
molded  images  and  the  high 
places  of  pagan  worship.  Tne 
taking  of  the  land  was  an  act 
of  judgment  by  Gcxi  upon  the 
idolatrous  people  living  in 
Canaan.  Upon  completion  of 
taking  the  land,  the  Children 
of  Israel  were  to  settle  in  the 
larxl  as  it  was  given  to  them 
to  poss^.  God's  plan  for 
possessing  the  promise  land 
was  making  way  for  His  peo¬ 
ple  to  live  a  pure  life  of  wor¬ 
ship  to  Him  alone. 


Moore  is  a  member  of 
Macedonia  Church.  Petal. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Tha  BmiM  RMMid  !•  ptMsad  to  pubM) 


ti4>  lika  ptm  to  apapretflng  ohuretwa  of 
tie  Mtotonippl  DlpBil  Convention. 

•  News  suwtotod  tor  pubilceWon  In  The 
BipM  neexxd  muto  be  othar  (a)  typwam- 
km.  (b)  neeBy  print  xi  on  B  1/2  by  li-tocti 
pitoar.  or  (e)  naaffy  printed  on  atondardtead 
torma  provUad  by  M  nawapapar.  M  ar«- 
elaa  muat  be  raoatoad  In  writoig;  no  arPcIaa 
tolbaaooaptadovarthatataptwna. 

Nawa  nmy  be  aubmlttad  ataotronlraiiy 
to  tha  addrata  batow,  and  muat  be  con- 
talnad  In  tha  maaaaga  aagmant  at  an  a- 
mal  torm  Due  to  locrnaainQ  vtrua  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  aooaplad 
Photograph  attachments  are  parmiaalbla 


plaaaa.maha  articlaa  conotae.  Inctuda 
iha  orho.  what,  whan,  where  dalaMs  at 
the  Mory.  along  with  a  contact  paraon't 
addraaa  and  lalaphona  number. 

Phologrtoihs  may  be  ootor  or  black  and 
«hM.  tralanl  photoa  and  ilgba’  ptMnm  are 
not  raproduoUa  OIgM  photoa  may  be  uaad  I 


Ktrrfad  m  a  JPEO  Ha  via  athar  (a)  amal. 
(b)  twaa-and-a-htol  rich  toppy  dbk.  or  (c)  CO 
Photoa' muat  ba  claar.  aharp.  and  wallghtad. 
Cal  phone  photographa  and  otiar  low  raaolu- 
lon  Mams  are  ganaraly  not  pubkahabia. 
Photographa  can  net  ba  relumad.  Plaaaa 
do  not  attach  pnotoa  «i4lh  tapa  or  alaptaa. 


/to  nawa  lama  are  aubjacl  to  adNbig,  and 
al  photographa  are  aubjact  to  cropping. 
Photographa  muM  dapM  poopia.  No  land- 
acopa-,  bulking-,  or  obiaokonly  photographa 
wtt  ba  prtntad.  Nvxa  lama  atidtor  pho¬ 
tographa  can  ba  ',a<)lahad  ana  tone  only. 
Nawa  lama  ooutor  photographa  doplelng 
bonaMa  and  acMtoa  tor  aocutor  or  outokto 
organtzolona  wtt  not  ba  publahad.  Oaadina 
tor  luliiifiny  nawa  la  ana  araak  prior  to 
raquaaiad  publcatkin  data 

Amclaa  lhal  are  not  dala-tanalllva  wM 
ba  pubHthad  on  a  apaca-avalabta  baata. 

Subml  nawa  arto  photographs  to  Tha 
BrelM  Racord.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jactoon.  US 
392060630.  FAX.  (601)  292-3330.  E-mol. 
baplialraoord#ntocb.org. 


Bhutan  Christians  work  through  persecution 


Notts  of  • 


follows 


From  where 


on  the  6001,  he  can  wok  outlhe  window 
and  see  dtt  jagged  Himalayan 
Moitntttne  of  his  hocne  oounby,  Bhutan. 
His  heart  aches  to  go  honte.  He  was 
forced  to  leave  after  Beins  tortured  and 
released  60m  prison  in  Bre  late  1990s. 
The  crime  he  oommitwd  was  sharing 
Quiat 

Sangay's  attentfon  is  drawn  foom  the 
■  "promised  larrd'bsA  to 

when  a  woman  starts 


the  Bible - -  - - 

taUdr^  to  Goo.  The'praypr  makes  Imn 
smile.  Just  a  few  yeats-ago,  his  people 
had  ito  idea  how  to  pray  or  sing  wwrtedp 
songs  in  their  language  nor  did  foey 
have  any  Bible  passages.  In  fact  there 


same  tforig  cirat  got  hun  arrested  —  pio- 
dsiming  me  Goi^rd. 

So  rmidi  has  changed  for  Bhutarrese 
Chrtotians  during  the  last  decade  that  it's 
nothing  short  of  a  mirrtde,  one  that 
Southern  Burlists  helped  pray  into  place. 

In  2001,  Soutltem  Baptists  committed 
their  Natfosral  Day  of  Prayer  and  Fasting 
for  World  Evatrgelization  to  the  only 
country  recognized  as  a  Tibetan 
Buddhut  kuigdom,  Bhutan.  Baptists 


can  earn  merit  is  through  spinning  prayer 


Bhutanese  BuddhMs  believe 


SPINNING  FOR  NEXT  LIFE  —  One 
wheels.  They  hope  to  accrue  enough  go 


nuidieriako 


MliW 

Korean  period  of  uncertainty  ushered  in  by  death  of 'Dear  Leader' 


GUARD  DUTY  —  North  Korean  soldiert  guard  a  six-inch-high 
:  cofKrete  divider  that  ^lits  the  Korean  peninsula  into  communist 
North  Korea  and  capitalist  South  Korea.  Known  as  the  Military 
J>emarcation  Line,  the  marker  is  kxaled  in  the  loint  Security  area 
near  the  abandoned  village  of  Fbnmunfom.  With  the  recent  daath 
of  North  Korea's  hard-line  dictator,  Kim  long  II,  South  Korea  has 
moved  to  full  military  alert  amid  fwr*  rd  instability  and  political 
maneuverins  in  the  desperately  poor  and  isolated  nudearcarmed 
North.  (BP  photo) 


•NASHVnxa  Tena  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Qirtslians 
amund  the  world  have  taken  to 
social  media  to  mobilize  in 
prayer  after  the  death  of  North 
Kom's  Kim  long  D,  the  StelinW 
totalitarian  who  mrisled  on  being 
knosvn  as  the  "Dear  Leader"  S 
one  of  the  world's  most  oppres 
sive  regimes. 

Klin  died  Dec  17  of  u  heart 
attack  while  riding  a  traia 
according  to  North  Korea's  offi¬ 
cial  KChM  news  agency.  A  peri¬ 
od  of  natfonal  mourning  was 
declared  through  Dec.  29.  In 
keeping  writh  the  cull  of  petson- 
ali^  that  demands  the  Kim 
family  be  worshipped  at 
dietics,  Kim  Jong  ITs  ycxingest 
son  Kim  Jong  Eun  is  moving  to 
take  complete  control  of  the 
countiv  at  did  his  father  and 
grandfather  before  him. 

As  North  Korean  teaders. 
pronounoe  an  increase  In  Mili¬ 
tary  capability"  —  aivi  South 
Kmea  moves  to  full  military 


alert  in  fear  of  instebility  in  the 
poor  and  isolated  nuclear- 
armed  nation  —  many  wonder 
what  will  happen  next. 

Viftthin  minuteit  of  the  oS^ual 
armounoement  of  Kim's  death 
Dec  19,  QuMans  around  the 
globe  began  poattiw  prayer 
,rn]uesls  on  TVvitter  andrdeebook 
on  Mtrif  of  foe  eKton.  Maying 
for  North  and  Soufo  Korea, 
Jeana  Um,  a  Korean  American 
living  in  Saratoga,  Ca,  wrote  on 
her  Faoebook  p^.  "God,  let 
your  wfl]  be  dorie.' 

Although  prayer  for  foe 
impoveriuied  North  Korea  is 
nomng  tvw  among  evanoebcal 
Christians,  foe  deam  of  the  C9- 
ycai-old  leader  aid  the  many 
unknowns  sunnunding  hia  auc- 
oesBoc  youngest  son  Kim  Jong 
Un,  have  mtcaacd  anxiety 
throughout  foe  reman,  cspedaDy 
,as  foe  North  teal%ed  a  missiie 
Dec  19  over  foe  East  Sea. 

"Wow!  Kim  Jong  n  is  dead . .  ' 
wrote  Dale  Brown,  a  foefner  resi¬ 


dent  of  Seoul  who  now  fores  in 
foe  Middle  East.  "This  could  be  a 
b^  game-duiw.  Let  us  all  be 
pra^g  for  hKvfo  Koraa!  For 
sucna'tiineasfofs!'' 

As  quesBone  about  for  future 
loonv  Luke  In  (not  his  real  naaae). 
a  Korerm-American  OutatUfo 
worker  baaed  in  SoufoeqilAaM, 
prays  foat  this  advent  season  wV 
bring  God's  peace  to  foe  legton. 
"Pnwing  for  North  Korn*,' w.rtite 
!iv  "May  foe  true  Son  were,  foe 
hearts  of  North  Konanefois  Ma¬ 
son.  He  is  our  hope.' 

Among  foe  to  pray  tor 
North  Korea: 

•  for  peace  and  stsbffity  Whh- 
fo  North  Korea  and  for  re^on 
during  foe  transition  of  political 
power  to  Kim  Jong  Un 

•  foat  foe  trsnntion  will  lesult 
in  greater  (leedocnsfor  «U  Nprfo 
Koirean  citizens. 

•  for  greater  opeimess  aivl 
religious  freedom  within  the 
reclusive  nation.  - 


